AN ACT

TOQ ESTABLISH THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF OREGON.

August 14th, 1848,
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Temporary  Be 4f enacted by the senule and house of representatives, of the United
St or States of America in congress assembled, That from and after the pas-
territory of S2gc of this act, all that part of the territory of the United States
Oregon es--which lies west of the snmmit of the Rocky Mountains, north of
tablished. - the forty-second degree of north latitude, known as the territory of
Oregon, shall be drganized into, and coustitute a temporary govern-

Proviso as ment, by the name of the territory of Oregon: Provided, That noth-
fgsﬁ?g‘fis ing in this act contained shall be construed to impair the rights of
ritory.  Person or property now pertaining to the Indians in said territory,
: so long as such rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty be-

- tween the United States and such Indians, or to affect the authority
of the government of the United States, to make any regulation
respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights, by

treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have been competent to

Titlo 1o the government to make if this act bad never passed: And provi-
stations 7 ded also, That the title to the land, not exceeding six hundred and
confirmed, fOTty acres, now occupied as missionary stations among the Indian
tribes iu said territory, together with the improvements thereon,

be confirmed and established in the several religious societies to

Power to which said missionary stations respectively belong: Aad provided
S;:;idtg:;“d Jurther, That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to in-
reserved  Dibit the government of the United States from dividing said terri-
by  con- tory into two or more territories, in such manner and at such times
gress. as congress shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching
any portion of said territory to any other state or territory of the

United States.

Theexceu-  SECTION 2. And be 1t furiher enacied, That the exccutive power
'{:172 *%:";f and authority, in and over said territory of Oregon, shall be vested
nor;%lis te- in a governor, who shall hold his office for four years, and until
nure of of his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner re-
fice, JLow- moved by the president of the United States.  The governor shail
and sme Teside within said territory, shall be commander-in-chief of the mi-
lumente.  litia thereof, shall perform the duties and receive the emoluments
of superintendent of Indian affairs; he may grant pardons and re-

spites for offences against the laws of said territory, and reprieves

for offences against the laws of the United States, until the deci-
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